Stan Ulam

For forty years on and off Stan Ulam
was a catalyst at Los Alamos, influ-
encing the thinking of those around
him. He may be less remembered than
some great minds who wrote more and
focused on fewer things. But his was
the kind of genius that is unforgettable
to those who knew him. In this issue
we have tried to cdpture some of what
he was and what he started. We hope
the contents will resonate with the
playful, expansive, thinking part all of
us have inside us.
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tan was larger than life; his person defies description. Not any one, I
think (myself included, of course), ever viewed the whole of him. I hope
that from this special issue a composite picture will emerge. All I am
able to contribute, at this time, is the following quick thumbnail sketch.
Stan never passed unnoticed; he came on fast and strong, as the expression goes.
(1 think that trait is genetic, for it exists in varying degrees among members of his
family I have known.)

He was a loner, a maverick, a very complicated man, a Pole, and, above all,
a study in contrasts and contradictions, which often aroused mixed and conflicting
emotions in people. He moved only to the beat of his own drum and never kow-
towed to anyone or stooped to promote himself. Given to bragging in jest about in-
consequential prowesses, he was singularly modest about his scientific accomplish-
ments. “Posterity will decide!” was his way of putting it to me.

He electrified the air around all who came in touch with him, for his wit, cul-
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